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The usage of “de”

“B” M

Grammar

1. Indicate possession

28] /AR + B+ 2B R R s — P TR R AR

The structure “noun/pronoun + HJ + noun” indicates possession.

For example:

wO de baba
() &M &&
my father

women de ldoshi
(2) ;AT W ZIm

our teacher

mdma de sha
(3) Wi ) A

mother’ s book

ni de shouji
4) &1 FH

your cellphone

xuéxido de xuéshéng
(5) 2 1] 2R
students of school

Notice:

7 R AT R RN R BRI BUCE R R IR 44 A

“I” LA
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When the noun following “MJ” 1is a term of kinship or indicates an
intimate relationship, “MJ” can be omitted.

For example:

wO de baba  wO bdba
() N B =K T
my father

women de ldoshi women ldoshi
(2) FAT W 20 o= AT ZID

our teacher

ni de xuéshéng ni xuéshéng
(3) r 1 ZA = AR FAE

your students

td de péngyou ta péngyou
4 b 1 R =M AKX

his friends
Xidoming de jia Xidoming jia

(5) /INHY 1 K = /N K
Xiaoming’ s home

2. Connect attribute with the centre word

“M” BN ERARE, BUEEER A OB R,
The structure particle “HJ” can be used to connect attribute with the
centre word.

For example:

pidoliang de yifu

(1) & 1) AR
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

beautiful clothes

k&’ ai de hdizi
CIE A e
lovely child

pidnyi de ché
By 0%

cheap car

bai de bu
= R

white cloth

xIn de sht
oo A

new book

baba mdi de dangdo
BTE K1 EkE
the cake that father bought

1doshl xié& de zi
Zh 5 W&

the character that teacher wrote

tidowld de rén
BEEE A

people who dance

chi de dongxi
177

things that can be eaten

wo xlhuan de dongwu

(10) & EX 1

animals that I like
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Notice:

D) 2“7 B PR 2 B I mE,  “” a] LA

When the adjective in front of “MJ” has only one character, “WJ” can
be omitted.

For example:

bai de bu bai bu
(D | 1A= H W

white cloth

xin de shi xin sha
@ #H mH=%H A

new book

jiu de féngzi jiu fangzi
) H W BEFr=H KT

old house

xido de fdngjian xido fangjidn
4) /A~ 1 BglEl = N J5IH]

small room

chdng de téufa chdng toéufa
G K W kk=K kK

long hair

2) Y W7 ETTH R R SRR E BB RS, 7 AR LA R
When there is an adverb in front of the one character adjective, “H]”
can’ t be omitted.

For example:

hén jitu de fdngzi
QO |- | 5o = A

very old house

hén jitu fangzi
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* R IH BT X
(very old house)

hén xido de féngjidn
@2 1] /0 pEE Y
very small room
hén xido fdangjian
* R /N JEIH X

(very small room)

feichadng chang de toéufa
(3) FEH K W kk Y
very long hair
feichang chang toéufa
* JEH K kK X

(very long hair)

3. Indicate someone or something”

EEMRPIES R, BB E SO DU R SO HEN R B, R0 i i DA A K
H“i” FRERFEARNBED)

In a specific context, we could omit the centre word in a sentence if it
can be conjectured from the context. The phrase “noun/pronoun/adjective
/verb etc. + HJ” 1is used to indicate someone or something.

For example:

Zhé bén shi bu shi wo de.
() X A& #H A& LMW FEW=FWF: my book)

This book is not mine.

Na ge chang gé de shi wo méimei.
2) WA~ mE Tn £ Ok, (ERE=PEFKEIN: people who sing)

That singer is my sister.
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Ni ydo zharou de jidozi hdaishi niurou de?
(3) I EH A B B’ kg 4R 1?7 (FREEFRIR T beef
dumplings)

Do you want pork dumplings or beef ones?

NG ge béizi shi ni de?
(4) A:WE A M o2 RN REI=IREIFE T your cup)
Which cup is yours?
Na ge hong de shi wo de.
BB A 2 19 =2& & M. (ZLH=ZLIM T :the red cup; FAI=FRIIH
~f:my cup)
The red one is mine.

Shéi mdi de dangdo geéng hdo chi?
(5) A SE W HEEE B4 ig?
The cake bought by whom is more delicious?
Baba mdi de géng hdo chi.
B:E® K W H I ., (EEEW=8"ELIMELE: the cake that
father bought)
The one bought by father is more delicious.
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