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Top usages of the question word "zén me"

£EiE “EX" NERBZE

Part 1: EA

“BE-A” has two meanings in Chinese. When you stress “EA&X”, “EAR”

&« » [13

means how in the sentences. When you stress the word after “/EA&7, =

2.” means why and how come in the sentences.

zZ&n me
a.’ B 4 how
Ni zén me qu xué xido?
RE 4« £ OKR?

How do you go to school?

Zhe ge z1 Zén me du?
X N FE 4 R
How to read this character?

Ni de ming zi zén me xié?
W % FE 45?2

How to write your name?

z&n me
b. 2 A why, how come (Emphasizing the feeling of surprise or astonishment.)
Ni zén me zhé me gdo xing?
RE A X A M
Why are you so happy?

Ta zén me ku le?
M E o4 SR T2

Why is she crying?
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Ba ba zén me hdi méi hui jia?
we b 4K % kO xK?
Why hasn’ t dad come home yet?

Part 2: NEA

when “A/EA” is used with adjectives, psychological verbs or modal

”»

verbs, it means not very; when “A/E-AX” is used with action verbs, it

means not often.

bl z&n me
a. N & 4 not very
W6 jin tidn bu zén me sha fu.
x5 KR AE 48 I
I’m not feeling well today.

W6 di di bu zén me gado.
ﬁéﬁ%rlu\ /ZA%Q

My brother is not very tall.

W6 bu zén me xidng chi fan.
xAE 4 # g R
I don’ t really feel like eating.

Ta bu zén me hul shudo Han yu.
fie AN B 4 2 U W I8

He can’ t speak Chinese very well.

bl z&n me
b.~ & 4 not often
W6 bu zén me kan didan ying.
XKANE 4F B

I don’ t often watch movies.

Ta bu zén me chi shul gud.

fin A B A K R
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He doesn’t often eat fruits.

Wo ge ge bl zén me wan yoéu x1.
AR A E 4 I O X
My brother doesn’ t often play games.

Part 3: [EA/ER

z&n me y&/dou
E 4 / # no matter how, anyway

Zhé hdi zi zén me y& bu shul jido.
X % fFE 4 WA b
The child doesn’t sleep anyway.

Ni zén me dou ying gai qu kan kan ta.
e« # M oz X EFH F .

You should visit her anyway.

WO zén me yé& xué bu hui kai che.
RE 0¥ K& T OAE
I

would never learn to drive anyway.

Part 4: [EAKE

z&n me ydng
B 4 B how is it

Ni shén ti zén me yang?
IR 5 kB 4 FE?

How are you?

Zhé ge xué xido zén me yang?
XA ¥ R OE 4 R
What about this school?
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Ni Han yu shuo de zén me yang?
R 1E W /e A
How well do you speak Chinese?

Part 5: NJEARE

bl z&n me ydng
AN E A ¥ not very well, not very good

Zhé ge didan ying bu zén me ydang.
X N~ B2 A E 4
This movie is not so good.

Zhé ge fan dian de cai bu zén me yang.
XN RO OB R AN E 4 .
The food in this restaurant is not very good.

Ta Han zi xié de bu zén me ydng.
e 5 8445 E 4 e

He can’ t write Chinese characters very well.

Part 6: BN /EAE

nd you zén me ydang

X B 4 ¥ so what

Wo jin tian kan jian Da wei le.
AR5 R FE W ORE T
I saw David today.
N& you zén me yang? WO hé ta yi jing fén shou le.
B X E 4 F? MM E & o FOT.
So what? I broke up with him already.

Wai mian xia yu le.

A R MW T
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It’s raining outside.
Na you zén me yang? Fdn zhéng wo y& bu xidng chi mén.
Bk X B 4 FF? ok E B A M OH T

So what? I don’ t want to go out anyway.

Part 7: EAT

z&n me le
£ 4 7T what’s wrong, what’s the matter

Ni zén me le?

AR B A T
What’ s wrong with you?
W6 tou téng.

B:3&k k%K.

I have a headache.

Ta zén me le? Z&n me zhé me bu gdo xing?
flh & A TR A X 4 A | N
What’ s wrong with him? Why is he so upset?

Jin tian zén me le? Gong yudn 1li zhé me dud rén.
L R E 4 T?TA W B X 4z A

What’ s wrong today? There are so many people in the park.

Part 8: EATD

z8n me bdan
B 4 7p what to do

Hai zi bu xidng qu xué xido zén me ban?
Z A B EE R E 4 B2
What if the child doesn’t want to go to school?
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Xida yu le, zén me ban?
r W T, E 4 I

It’s raining, what to do?

R gud td ming tian bu 14i zén me ban?
mR M oM R AR E 4 T

What if he doesn’t come tomorrow?

Part 9: (EAZE

z&én me zO0u
% 4 & how should I go (often used to ask for directions)

Qing wén chdo shil zén me zou?
AW B 4
Could you please tell me the way to the supermarket?
Wang qidn zou 200 mi jiu dao le.
B:AE  mf & 200 Kk @t B T,
Go ahead 200 meters and you’ 11 be there.

Qing wén yI yudn zén me zou?
AE W BB B B o4 k2
Could you please tell me the way to the hospital?
Guo hong 1ii déng you zhudn jiu shi.
B:ik 4 &% T A o JE.
Pass the traffic light and turn right.

Notice:

“EAF” can also be used to ask for directions when it is put at the
end of the sentence.

Now let’ s compare the following examples.

Qing wen Han yu xué xido zén me qu?
Al WOl KRB 4 22
Could you please tell me the way to the Chinese language school?
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Yi zhi z06u, rén hou zud zhudn.

B:— H &, R F £ ¥
Go straight, then turn left.

WO men zén me qu Han yu xué xido?
AR AT B 4 R WA OR?
How do we go to the Chinese language school?
WO men zuo di tié qu.
B:3R AT A Hb Bk XL
We take the subway to go.
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