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9 Ways of Asking a Person's Age in Chinese

Interpretation

Ni jin nian dud da?

LIRS & £ X7

This is the most common and useful way, it’s usually used to ask the age
of a young person or someone of one’ s own age.
“Jin nidn(this year)” can be omitted, you can just say “ni dudo da?”

For example:

Li 1i , ni jin nién dudo da?

AFE W, AR A S 2 OR?
Lili, how old are you this year?
WO jin nidn ér shi si sui.

B:3& 4 # = 1+ I %,

I’m twenty—four years old.

Xido fang, ni duo da?
B:/N 5, k2 R?
Xiaofang, how old are you?

Wo ér shi wi sui.

AR — + H %o

I'm twenty—five years old.

Note: “%” means “year” . It’s a measure word of age.

Ni ji sui le?
2IRILZ T 7?
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This way is used to ask a kid s age who is younger than 10 years old.

“J1” means “how many” . It’s used to ask for a smaller number, usually

below 10.
For example:

Xido péng you, ni ji sul le?
AN K, RIILE T2
Kid, how old are you?
Wo wi sul le.
B: ¥k f1 & T

I'm five years old.

Nin gui géng?
3.8 &= B®?

This is a more polite way to ask a Chinese person’ s age, but it can’ t be

used to ask kids and teenagers who is less than 20.
an elder’s age and used in written Chinese.
“Nin” means “you”, it’s a polite way to say you.

For example:

Wang xian sheng, nin gul géng?
A:FE o A, & o BE?
Mr. Wang, may I know your age?
Wo si shi wi sui le?
B:& W+ H % T,

I’m forty-five years old.

Nin dud da nian ji?

418 %2 K F47

it’s often used to ask

To ask the age of an elderly person, one should use this way to show more

respect.
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For example:

Zhang ldo shi, nin dud da nidn ji?
Agk 2 W, & 2 R 4al?
Teacher Zhang, how old are you?

Wo jin nién si shi sul le.
B:3& & # W+ % 7.

I'm forty years old.

Vé -

Nin jin nian dud da sui shu?

5.8 45 F £ XK F W7

%

This way can be used to ask people who are over 50 years old.
For example:

Yé ye, nin jin nidn dud da sul shu?
AT S B OS5 F 2 K%

Grandpa, how old are you?

Yé ye jin nién liu shi wi sul.
B:% & & £ AN T L%

Grandpa is sixty—five years old.

This is a more polite and respectful way to ask an old people’ s age.
For example:
Ldo yé zi, nin gdo shou le?

LSRR S AP TR

Gramps, what’s your age?
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WO ba shi liu le.
B: & J\ 1+ /N T

I’m eighty-six years old.

Notes:
“FZ5t1 (1do yé zi)” 1is a respectful term for old men.

If you are over 10 years old, you can just answer the number of your age
¢ Ly

without %

Ni shi na yi nian chd shéng de?

IIREW—F H £ H?

“Cht shéng” means “to be born” . This is an indirect way to ask about
one’ s age, as people can calculate the age by asking about the year of
birth. In spoken Chinese, it can be shorten to “ni shi nd& nian de?”

For example:

Da wéi, ni shi nd yl nidn cha shéng de?
ArR T, fR2Z W — 4 B 4 W2

David, when were you born?

W6 shi yI jid jil sdn nidn cha shéng de.
B &2 — U L = #F W & .

I was born in 1993.

Li 1i, ni shil nd nidn de?
A:EE BE, IR 2 WEAE 2

Lili, when were you born?

W6 shi jid sl nidan de.
c:#& 2 S WU # .

I was born in 1994.

Notes:
To express the year in Chinese is very simple, you just need to read the
numbers one by one, and then plus the word “#E” which means “year” .
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In spoken Chinese, the first two numbers are often omitted when people
express the year.

Nin shi na nian shéng rén?

8.1 B B & £ A7

This question is also about the year of birth. But it’s more formal than
last one.

For example:

Zhdo jing 1i, nin shi nd nidn shéng rén?
Az X 7z M, &K & W oF A2
Manager Zhao, when were you born?
Yi jid ba ér nidn.
B:— Ju J\ = 4
In 1982.

Ni shu shén me?
9291 B H 47

In Chinese culture, we have twelve Chinese zodiac signs. This question is
asking what the person’s Chinese zodiac animal is, then you can calculate
the age by yourself.

For example:

Xido méi, ni shi shén me?

A 3, IR w4
Xiaomei, what is your Chinese zodiac animal?
Wo sht hou.

B: 3 & Mx.

My Chinese zodiac animal is monkey.
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