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Affirmative-negative questions & alternative questions

IERIB RIFNERFR A

Grammar

1. Affirmative-negative question

affirmative negative
R A aal/feAiA
(verb/adjective) not (verb/adjective)

1 S 17 ) /2 3 1] B 25 0 1R 5 08 S 15 8 T NI R R Ry 5 1r) ) 20 — M mT LURH HH &% )
VEAIA] KA R A B ) ) AH B AR

Affirmative—negative questions are formed by juxtaposing the affirmative
form of an adjective or verb and its negative form. It can transform to a
general question which made of the interrogative particle “M}”

For example:

Ni shi bu shi Zhonggué rén?
(1 2 A & FE A2

Are you Chinese?

Ni shi Zhonggué rén ma?

R HE N 2

Are you Chinese?

Ni qu bu qu tushagudn?
2) & £ A £ EHE?
Are you going to the library?
Ni qu tushdgudn ma?
o EBE e

Are you going to the library?
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Mali hul bu hul shué Zhongwén?
(3) B = A = W H?

Can Mary speak Chinese?

Mali huil shuo Zhongwén ma?

B oo W e 15?

Can Mary speak Chinese?

Ni xihuan bu xihuan yundong?
4 r Z2% A B 1837

Do you like sports?

Ni xiI bu xihuan yundong?

R = A B B3

Do you like sports?

Ni xihuan yundong ma?

(=Y G =7 BN

Do you like sports?

Waimian léng bu léng?
(5) 4h b Nt

Is it cold outside?

Waimian 1&ng ma?

HNTHI # g7

Is it cold outside?

Notice:

1) 0 S A AR B ORI, ST A B T B
When the verb or adjective has two characters, the second character in the
affirmative part can be omitted.

For example:

Ta pidoliang bu pidoliang?
(1) = AN BT

Is she beautiful?

Ta pido bu pidoliang?

A R

Is she beautiful?
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Ni xiwang bu xiwang mingtidan fangjia?
2) Ix % A HE Wk JBUR?

Do you want to have a holiday tomorrow?

Ni xI bu xiwang mingtidn fangjia?

R# A B PR JUER?

Do you want to have a holiday tomorrow?

Ni xtydo bu xtydo zhé bén sha?
() IF W& A w"E XA A2

Do you need this book?

Ni xG bu xtydo zhé bén sha?

R A WE X AR A2

Do you need this book?

2) 1E [ 5 In] =) 45-A) R A Be n e in) By ie] “ng”
The end of affirmative—negative questions should not be added the particle
“I” at the end.

For example:

Ni shi bu shi Zhonggué rén ma?
M*r =2 A& FE A mE? X

(Are you Chinese?)

Ni chi bu chi pinggud ma?
Q)R Iz A Bz SER g2 X
(Do you want eat apples?)

Ni ydo bu ydao pijiu ma?
Q)R ZE A E ME ? X

(Would you like some beer?)

Ni jia yudn bu yudn ma?
DR K ;T A ;& "2 X
(Is your home far?)

3) HEhiA 2 A7 MR, SERAZE “RE”, AR AT .

https://www.learn-chinese.com



@213

EverydayChinese.com

When the main verb of a sentence is “A (have)” , the negative form should
be “¥%AH (méi you) 7, instead of “AH” .

For example:

Ni you méimei ma?
(1) /R A ko 15?2
Do you have younger sister?
Ni you méi you meimei?
RH % A IRIK?

Do you have younger sister?

M&igud you xiodngmdo ma?

(2) £H FH fM e
Does America have pandas?
Méigudé you méi you xiodngméo?
XE 1 B’ A REM?

Does America have pandas?

Fujin you shangdian ma?

(3) MHE A FME 2
Is there a shop nearby?
Fujin you méi you shangdidan?
i &% A RIAE?

Is there a shop nearby?

4) 4 3))iR] B 218 52 BRAE AT, ASReAE A shial /T2 2w+ AN+ Bl e /T 25 1R A% 2
When the questions has an adverb, cannot use affirmative—negative
questions.

For example:

Ni hén mdng ma?
(1) xR o g2 v
Are you very busy?
Ni hén méng bu mdng?
* R AR A 7 X

(Are you very busy?)
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Ni yé& shi Zhonggué rén ma?

@ x| £ FE A w2 J

Are you also Chinese?
Ni yé shil bu shi Zhonggudé rén?

IR L R N3 HE N7 X
(Are you also Chinese?)
Zhér zhi mai kaféi ma?
(3) XJL B sz wneE ng? J

Is only coffee sold here?
Zhér zhi mai bu mai kafei?

* X)L R = A s omimME? X

(Is only coffee sold here?)

5) i R AL B RS, TRBABIAE “Hahin” , S TER AN
AR .
When asking about verbs in the past, the negative form should be “¥% +
verb” , instead of “A~ + verb” . or putting “HEH"
verb.

For example:

(1)

(2)

(3)

zuotian ni qu méi qu kan dianying?

ER IR A% X F WY

Did you go to the cinema yesterday?
zu6tidn ni you méi you qu kdan didnying?
ER IR A & A £ F HWE?

Did you go to the cinema yesterday?

ni chi méi chi guo liulidn?
ko W i AR

Have you ever eaten durian?

ni you méi you chi guo liulidan?
R % A Wod RhE?
Have you ever eaten durian?

ni xi méi xi shou?

vk vk B2

in front of the
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Did you wash your hands?
ni you méi you xi shou?
wH K H Wk F?

Did you wash your hands?

2. Alternative question

“URT B ANEW, HAESENA)YY, RoRERE. -
“UA” is a conjunction, used in a question to connect options.

For example:
Ni ydo chéd hdishi kafei?

(1) R 2 F st mmeE?
Would you like tea or coffee?

Ta shi ldoshi hé&ishi xuéshéng?
(2) fih & B bt AT

Is he a teacher or a student?

Ni shi Zhonggué rén hdishi Ribén rén?
(3) 1% 2 HE N st HAOAN?

Are you Chinese or Japanese?

Ni xihuan chang gé haishi tidao wu?
(4) 7 % B 3k e Bk BE?
Do you like singing or dancing?
Women qu tushtgudn haishi qu gongyudn?
(G) AT £ EBE b £ AR?
Shall we go to the library or the park?

Notice:

1) e [ B A R ANBE TN SE 17 Blia] “ng”

The end of alternative questions should not be added the particle

4 ]]_ﬂ" ”»
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For example:

Ni ydao ché hdishi kaféi ma?
(D*fr B ZFK b2 idHE e X
(Would you like tea or coffee?)

Ni ai wo hdaishi ta ma?
Q) *fr & F &2 A 12 X
(Do you love me or him?)

Jintidn shi xingqi sdn hdishi xingql sl ma?
(3) %5 K £ B = g Al g e X
(Is today Wednesday or Thursday?)

.....

(4)*X & fr @ @& R ik mg? X

(Is this your older sister or your younger sister?)

2) MEH =AU R, b2 NAZEUE JE PN I 18]
When there are three or more options, “ifsZ” must be placed between the
last two.

For example:

Ni xihuan hé héngchd. liichd hdishi hudacha?
(1) /R X Wy 28, &R b B
Do you prefer black tea, green tea or scented tea?

Zhoumd women qu pd shan. gudang jié hdaishi kan didanying?
(2) R A1 £ . y S T U N < S £F - 4
Shall we go hiking, go shopping or go to the movies at the weekend?
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