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Date Expression

Vocabularies

qu nian

= & last year
jin nian

S F this year
ming nian

BB & nextyear

gian nian

Bl & the year before last
hou nian

f[& £  theyear after next

shang ge yue
£ 4~ B last month

zhe ge yue
X 4 B  this month

Xia ge yue
~ ™ B next month

zuo tian

E X yesterday
Jin tian

S X today
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ming tian
BH *x tomorrow

gian tian
Bl K the day before yesterday

hou tian
[ X the day after tomorrow

shang ge xing qi
F N E B last week

zhe ge Xing g1
X 4~ 2 B this week

Xia ge Xing gt
= 1 2 Hf next week

"B......89(shi...de)" Sturcture

"=.....29(shi..de)" is a very common and important structure in Chinese, it is used to
emphasize time, place or manner that occurred in the past. In spoken Chinese, "2
(shi)" is often omitted in positive and interrogative sentences, but not in negative
sentences. "Z&(shi)" can be omitted in the following dialogues, hope you can

understand it well.
Sentences with a Nominal Predicate

In dialogues 2,5,6,7, you can omit "Z&(shi)", changing every sentence to a sentence
whose predicate is a nominal element. That's "Sentences with a Nomal Predicate”,
usually used to indicate age, time, date and so on.
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1.
Ni shi na nian chd shéng de?
M2 W F H £ A

In which year were you born?

WO shi 1986 nian chd shéng de.
* =2 198 F£ oH £ /Y.

| was born in 1986.

2.

Ni de shéng ri shi na tian?
RE £ HZE W X7
When is your birthday?

W0 de shéng ri shi 3 yue 20 hao.
B % AR3B 2085,
My birthday is on March 20th.

3.

Ni shi na nian da xué bi ye de?

M2 W F K F Elpy

When did you graduate from university?

WO shi 2008 nian da xué bi ye de.
B = 2008F K F BRI
| graduated from university in 2008.

4.

Ni shi na nian jié han de?
fRE W F % 1§ AY?
When did you get married?

W6 shi 2016 nian jié han de.
* = 2016 £ £ 5§ Y,
| was married in 2016,

5.
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Jin tian shi dud shao hao?
SRR £ O =
What is the date today?

Jin tian shi 2018 nian 8 yue 15 hao.
S X = 208 F 8 A155,
It's August 15th, 2018.

6.

Jin tian shi ji hao?

S X 2JLS?

What is the date today?

Jin tian shi 10 yue 16 hao.
& X 210 B 165,
It's Oct 16th.

7.

Jin tian shi xing qr ji?
S X & 2 B
What day is it today?

Jin tian shi xing gt san.
S X 2 B B =

It's Wednesday.

8.

Ni men shi shén me shi hou ren shi de?
R 1) 2 1 4 B & A 1IRAY?
When did you know each other?

W6 men shi qu nian ren shi de.
® M 2 = F A R

We knew each other last year.

9.
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Ni shén me shi hou qu Méei gud?
Rt A8 &8 £ % E?
When will you go to America?

WO xia ge yue qu Mei guo.
* T B X % E

'm going to America next month.

10.
Ni shi shén me shi hou lai Zhong gud de?
RE 1+ 4«8 &k F HY?

When did you come to China?

WO shi qu nian lai Zhong guo de.
* 2 X Xk F Yo

| came to China last year.
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